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UN POYO ROJO STARTED LIFE AS A 
COMEDY SKETCH IN BUENOS AIRES
but this wordless double act from Argentina has 
developed into an uncategorisable physical theatre 
show that has had audiences across the world in 
stitches, a riotous crossover between dance,  
sport and sexuality.

In a sweat and pheromone-infused locker room, 
two macho blokes in tiny shorts compete in a game 
of one-upmanship. The athletic bodies of Luciano 
Rosso and Alfonso Barón move fluently from 
wrestling to dance, acrobatics to physical comedy 
in an irresistible distortion of the expectations of 
manhood. A funny, raw, playful hour interspersed 
with competitiveness and camaraderie as well as 
seduction and sabotage, showcasing the best of 
Argentinian contemporary dance.

DANCE / ARGENTINA

Un Poyo 
Rojo

28 Feb, 1 – 2, 4 – 5 Mar / 
AC Arts Main Theatre

Duration 1hr, no interval

Produced by Un Poyo Rojo/T4 in  
association with Aurora Nova.
Director Hermes Gaido
Choreography Nicolás Poggi,  
Luciano Rosso
Performers Alfonso Barón,  
Luciano Rosso
Production Managers  
Jonathan Zak, Maxime Seuge
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A future alive with creative ideas

BACHELOR OF  
CREATIVE ARTS

Sainete, meaning ‘farce’ or ‘titbit’ is a peculiarly Spanish comic-opera work, 
vernacular in style, a musical sketch lightening the mood of more serious 
types of performance. In his youth, Director Hermes Gaido was a student of 
sainete. Dancer Alfonso Barón is a former elite sportsman; choreographer 
Luciano Rosso is a global lip-synching YouTube sensation. All are skilled in 
contemporary dance, martial arts, classical ballet and commercial street  
moves – and it shows.

The project started in 2008 when two performers were creating an act 
for a variety show in the Centro Cultural Laboratorio in Buenos Aires. 
Its initial creators, Luciano Rosso and Nicolás Poggi put together a duet 
with small comic touches in order to find ways within movement to show 
different relationships between two men, using elements of dance and 
also theatre. The opportunity came up to perform the piece in many other 
spaces in the city of Buenos Aires, such as Teatro del Perro, and the Ciudad 
Cultural Konex, Teatro Martinelli and Circo del Aire, among others, with the 
collaboration of Hermes Gaido, the current director of the company.
In April of that year, they were selected to participate in the Ciudanza 
festival, which took place in different urban spaces around the city. They 
also performed at the Rafaela Theatre Festival (2009 and 2010) in Santa Fé 
and at the El Cruce Festival in the city of Rosario in September 2009. 
In April 2010, they debuted a 45-minute long version in the Espacio 
Cultural Pata de Ganso in Buenos Aires and received a highly positive 
reaction from the audience. Then with the full-length version of the play, 
they were selected by Spain’s Network of Alternative Theatres to tour 
three cities (Madrid, Barcelona and Valencia) as part of the Network’s first 
Latin American Circuit during the month of November in 2010. In 2013 
they resumed performances in Buenos Aires with Alfonso Barón, and have 
since played sell-out seasons around the world – and are now making their 
Australian debut at the 2019 Adelaide Festival.

Stage director and graduate of the Buenos Aires Art Academy, where he 
studied with Eduardo Gondell and Paco Redondo. Between 1989 and 2008 
he participated in 14 theatre, film and dance projects, touring Brazil, Holland, 
Korea, Syria, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Colombia, Guatemala, Panama and 
Peru. In 2009 he directed for theatre and music company URRAKA, together 
 with Luciano Rosso.

Trained in five modes of dance, Rosso is a true star in his native country.  
His YouTube channel, filled with lip-synch videos, has millions of views. 
He has worked in film and theater as a dancer and choreographer, and  
danced on television in El Show de Videomatch, Operación Triunfo and  
Los Roldán, all for Telefé.
From 2006 to 2009, he served as a teacher of Scenic Experimentation  
in Movement and Body Percussion at the Cultural Center ‘Laburatorio’  
in San Fernando.

Former elite sportsman turned actor, dancer and physical performer,  
Barón has collaborated with several of the most recognized choreographers 
and dance companies in Argentina. He has also performed in numerous  
theatre, dance and film works, including The blond one by Marco Berger, 
that recently premiered at the Mardi Gras Film Festival in Sydney.
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