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Performed in Persian with surtitles
Contains strong language, violence, mental illness
references. Utliises theatrical haze and smoke.
The 2019 Adelaide Festival’s exclusive Australian premiere
season of Manus is generously supported by Roger and
Helen Salkeld.

#AdlFest
adelaidefestival.com.au

Dear Theatregoer –

You already have your ticket and are about to
attend a performance of Manus by the Verbatim
Theatre Group; so we will not try to ‘sell’ the
performance you are about to experience by
pretending that it is an exhilarating, exciting
– or similar adjective – piece of entertainment.
But these eight brave stories from largely-forgotten
souls enmeshed in the ‘Pacific solution’ cannot
be ignored. ‘Exhilarating’? Perhaps not, but
ultimately we believe you will find them uplifting.
Neil Armfield and Rachel Healy

From Director
Nazanin
Sahamizadeh

We live in a world in which every three seconds one person is forced
to flee home. A child, a woman or a man is forced to flee to seek safety,
security or simply a better life in peace and freedom. Tragedy in our time
shows its ugly face when the borders are closed rather than open to
these women, men, girls and boys.

For several years now, Australia has been the land of dreams to many
refugees and asylum seekers; yet Australian governments decide to
punish those who approach their shores, not because of ‘Why’ but
‘How’ they reach there. Manus Island and Nauru, two offshore detention
centres, have been, in our eyes, the epitome of marginalization – keeping
asylum seekers far away from the sight of others, from the eyes of the
media, and denying access to those who could support and assist them;
suppressing their voices by any and every possible means. That is what
has been happening in these detention centres.

If you have left your home, your country, seeking a safe place to live
and have taken the risk of travelling on a small boat crossing the ocean,
it does not matter who you are, what your reasons are for fleeing or what
is it you are running away from. You would be seen as a criminal, deserve
to be detained. For more than five years, more than a thousand persons
have been affected by this decision. And as a matter of fact, even in their
own countries of origin, not many people know about them. The years
have passed, the crisis is still there, yet the news channels have
moved on.
The play Manus is the story of eight forgotten Iranian refugees who have
been detained on their way to Australia on Manus and Nauru for more
than five years now. Each of these people reminisce about their personal
reasons for fleeing Iran, recall and tell the story of all the pressure and
risks they took throughout their journey, and the details
of what they have been put through while in exile and imprisoned.
Art, probably can bring those held far from the centre of attention
back into the spotlight. Let us, at least, hope so.
Nazanin Sahamizadeh

Verbatim Theatre
Group

Established in 2013 by director Nazanin Sahamizadeh to provide
audiences with an opportunity to observe matters ‘hidden under
shadows... to be informed, to think, to remember and to be challenged.’
An all-Iranian company performing in Persian, Verbatim is based in
Tehran, a more progressive city than others in Iran, where theatre
audiences are growing.
‘Verbatim’ means word-for-word – to tell the story of every person,
in their own words.

Manus has been staged in Qashqai Hall of Tehran’s City Theatre
Complex, Iran; at the International Theatre Festival of Kerala, India;
and the International Nandimukh Theater Festival and Flower and Bliss
International Theatre Festival of Shilpakala Academy, Bangladesh.

ua.edu.au/degree-finder
search ‘creative’
A future alive with creative ideas

BACHELOR OF
CREATIVE ARTS

